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A Wilkes-Barre man previ-

ously accused of  dealing fen-

tanyl and methamphetamine

was charged 

Tuesday with

delivering a 

lethal dose of

fentanyl that 

killed a man 

in Hanover 

T w p.  l a s t

spring.

T o d d

James Dawsey, 43, of  22 E. 

Elm St., is charged with drug 

delivery resulting in the

death of  45-year-old Richard 

J. Cassano II, who was found

dead at his home in the New-

town section of  Hanover 

Twp. on the morning of  May

21.

An autopsy determined 

Cassano died of  “fentanyl

and morphine toxicity” and 

that the amount of  fentanyl

in his system would have

been lethal by itself.

Police investigating the 

death found eight bags of

fentanyl and one empty fen-

tanyl bag at the scene, along 

with Cassano’s cellphone. 

Text messages on the phone 

showed he had arranged the 

purchase of  a brick of  fen-

tanyl — 50 bags — for $120

just hours before his death,

according to the complaint.

Police traced the number 

of  the alleged drug dealer 

and found it belonged to 

Dawsey.

Investigators began sur-

veilling Dawsey’s white Volk-

swagen and eventually

pulled him over on Chestnut

Street in August for having 

illegal window tint and an

expired inspection. After 

Dawsey confirmed his phone 

number, police obtained a 

warrant to search his apart-

ment.

The search turned up over 

40 grams of  crystal meth, 

around 30 grams of  marijua-

na, four grams of  cocaine,

Ecstasy pills, a set of  brass 

knuckles, a switchblade, sev-

eral crack pipes, a bag of  

hypodermic needles, a gun, a

portion of  a joint in an ash-

tray, Ziploc bags and $896 in 

cash, according to the com-

plaint.

Police also found Nalox-

one, a drug used to treat opi-

oid overdoses.

Investigators previously

charged Dawsey with a felo-

ny count of  drug trafficking

and misdemeanor counts of  

possessing an offensive 

weapon, drug possession, 
possessing drug parapherna-
lia and marijuana possession 
in connection with the 
search.

He was released on $50,000
unsecured bail following his
preliminary arraignment on
Aug. 23.

The charges allege that 
when police responded to a 
separate domestic incident
in August, Dawsey’s girl-
friend said he had told her he 
“killed” his boss and had 
“sold him fenny.”

Police on Tuesday charged 
Dawsey with drug delivery
resulting in death, criminal 
use of  a communication
facility and drug trafficking.

Court records indicated he
had not been immediately
arraigned on the new charg-
es.
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W-B man charged in deadly fentanyl overdose
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An open house marked the official public opening 

of the county flood protection authority’s new 

office at 1989 Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, on 

Tuesday. ABOVE: Visitors look over items on dis-

play. BELOW: Luzerne County Flood Protection 

Authority Executive Director Chris Belleman talks 

with visitors.

MARK MORAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MARK MORAN / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

County flood protection 

authority holds open house
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ASHLEY — Officials on 
Tuesday unveiled several 
possible designs for a recre-
ation area on 30 acres of  
Earth Conservancy land 
along the South Valley Park-
way between the new state 
police headquarters and the 
CVS Caremark facility.

The designs range from 
Plan A, which includes an 
indoor sports complex and 
three sports fields, to Plan D, 
which features mostly “pas-
sive” green space with walk-
ing trails.

“We thought this was a 
great location. It’s immedi-
ately accessible off  the new 
South Valley Parkway. This 
can be something bigger than 
a community park. It could 
be a regional park,” Terry 
Ostrowski, president and 
CEO of  Earth Conservancy, 
said at a public hearing Tues-
day at the organization’s 

headquarters in Ashley.

Costs range from between 

$27 million and $41 million, 

according to estimates devel-

oped by engineers.

In August, potential stake-

holders in the project — 

including the Hanover Area 

School District and Hanover 

Twp. — formed the South 

Valley Regional Recreational 

Authority.

The proposed site was used 

as a dumping ground for 

debris following the destruc-

tion caused by flooding that 

followed Tropical Storm 

Agnes in 1972. The land was 

later reclaimed by Earth Con-

servancy, but it still will 

require additional remedia-

tion to create the park.

Preliminary designs of  

the recreation area, creat-

ed by K&W Engineers in 

Harrisburg, were paid for 

by a $22,000 state grant 

t h a t  w a s  m a t c h e d  by 

Earth Conservancy.
Planners are hoping to 

obtain additional American 
Rescue Plan grant funding to 

pay for the recreation area.

Contact the writer:  

bkalinowski@citizensvoice.com 

570-821-2055, @cvbobkal

Possibilities for a new recreation area in Hanover Twp. were revealed.
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Michele Schasberger of Kingston and a community 

development coordinator from the YMCA, places a 

green sticker on her first choice of the conceptual 

vision plan A.
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Terry Ostrowsk, president and CEO of Earth Conservancy, talks about the site location and master plan for 

Hanover Lot 7A.
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W I L K E S - B A R R E  —

Luzerne County Council 

began the process of  examin-

ing the county’s 2023 budget 

proposal, which includes a 

6.75% property tax increase, 

on Tuesday.

In the first of  a series of  

work sessions leading up to 

the scheduled adoption of  the 

county’s final budget on Dec.

13, council reviewed the bud-

get requests of  numerous 

county departments.

Much of  the discussion 

focused on the judicial servic-

es and records division, espe-

cially the budget request of

the coroner’s office, a depart-

ment within judicial services 

and records.

Division head Joan Hog-

garth presented the coroner’s

office request, since former 

coroner Francis Hacken 

resigned last month and

incoming coroner Jill Mat-

thews does not start work till 

Oct. 31.

Hacken compiled the

request, Hoggarth said.

The coroner’s office pro-

poses to increase the crema-

tion permit fee from $60 to

$80, which would generate

about $68,000 in additional

revenue, she said.

The increased revenue

would allow the office to cre-

ate an additional senior field

investigator position budget-

ed at $51,169 per year with 

benefits, Hoggarth said. The 

new position is needed to deal

with a crushing workload, 

she said.

Hacken told council sever-
al times over the past year 
that the coroner’s office was
overwhelmed and needed
more staff.

On Tuesday, Hoggarth said 
a $180,000 increase in the line
item for forensic examina-
tions is largely driven by an
increase in the number of  
autopsies the coroner’s office 
must arrange.

The cost of  autopsies has 
been underfunded in the cor-
oner’s office budgets in
recent years, she said.

Chief  Deputy Coroner
Joseph Jacobs said the office 
recently conducted its 100th 
autopsy this year. The budget 
request projects 120 autopsies 
in 2023.

The coroner’s office con-
tracts with forensic patholo-
gists to perform autopsies.
Councilman Kevin Lescav-
age suggested the office
might consider hiring a full-
time forensic pathologist at a
salary of  $150,000 per year.

Council Chairwoman Ken-
dra Radle said she has seen 
estimates in the past that
indicate it would not be cost-
effective to hire a full-time
forensic pathologist.

Hoggarth said it would be
difficult to find a forensic 
pathologist who would agree
to perform a coroner’s 
administrative duties in addi-
tion to conducting autopsies
for the salary Lescavage sug-
gested.

Council will hold another 
budget work session follow-
ing its 6 p.m. voting session
on Oct. 25, at the county
courthouse on North River 
Street in Wilkes-Barre.
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Board examines 
budget requests
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Much of the talk 
focused on the 
coroner’s office.

So many choices

Todd James Dawsey
is charged in the 
death of Richard J. 
Cassano II.
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