
Public Meeting
NEWPORT TOWNSHIP OHV FEASIBILITY STUDY

Wednesday, August 4, 2021 • 5:00-7:00pm
Luzerne County Community College • Nanticoke, PA

Funded by a grant from the PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources

❖ PLEASE NOTE THIS MEETING IS BEING RECORDED
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Welcome!
• Second public meeting for the OHV Feasibility Study (first meeting 

held February 11, 2021).  Tonight’s public meeting is being recorded.

• Virtual attendees will be placed on mute and video will be turned off.

• Questions and comments will be taken after the presentation.  Each 
speaker has two minutes.  We’ll answer as many questions as 
possible before 7:00pm.  Additional answers will be posted on the 
project webpage following the meeting.

• Virtual attendees can leave questions or comments by typing
into the Q&A box by clicking on the icon.
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Study area now includes 
1,400 acres of land being 
conveyed to PA DCNR.
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Project Goals
• Investigate wants and needs of ATV/OHV riders and 

other outdoor recreational enthusiasts in community;

• Investigate challenges and benefits of an outdoor 
motorized recreational area;

• Develop conceptual plan(s) for 10,000-acre study area;

• Investigate ownership models (public and/or private);

• Prepare report and outline permitting, funding 
opportunities, and next steps towards 
planning/construction.

• GOAL:  Business Plan for Potential Park Developer
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Goal #1: Gauge Public Interest

Luzerne County 
Zip Codes

% of Responses

0 – 0.5%

0.51 – 2%

2.1 – 5%

5.1 – 10%

More than 10%

39% of Responses in PA are
from Luzerne County

Total Number of Respondents:  2,893



Support for OHV Recreational Area

Support among OHV Riders / Non-Riders

In Favor of OHV Area?

Current Rider? Yes No Unsure

Yes 80% 2% 2%

No 10% 5% 2%

Yes, 89.7%

No, 6.7% Unsure, 3.6%

Would you be in favor of an OHV 
Area in Newport Township?

(All Respondents) Luzerne 
County

Support among
Luzerne County Respondents

In Favor of OHV Area?

Yes No Unsure

82% 12% 6%



Goal #2:

Investigate Needs, Wants, Challenges, & Benefits



Need:  Legal Area for Large Riding Population

How many times have you gone riding in the past year?

If yes, for how many years have you been riding?

3%

16%

15%

15%

50%

0-1 years

2-5 years

6-10 years

10-15 years

Over 15 years

Yes
83%

No
17%

Are you an OHV rider? 

6%

14%

22%

58%Over 10 times

5-10 times

2-5 times

0-2 times



Need:  Suitable Area for Riding Population

From PA DCNR’s
Pennsylvania All-Terrain 
Vehicle Area Suitability Study 
(2019) 



Wants:  Facilities & Activities

86%

70%

58%

55%

53%

42%

12%

5%

Restrooms

Campground

Air Pump

Food/Snack Bar

Wash Station

Services/Supply…

Playground

Other

Facilities/Amenities

49%

24%

16%

12%

11%

10%

6%

5%

5%

5%

5%

4%

Variety of terrain/trails

Accurate/clear signage

Rock/hill climbing

Abundance of trails/land

Variety of challenges

Being outdoors/scenery

Access to camping/cabins

Different levels of ability

Legal riding

Good maintenance

Freedom to explore

Parking/accessibility/easy access

Favorites Aspects of Other Parks



Challenges:  Areas of Concern

29%
24%

20%
18%

15% 13%
16%

11%
7% 9%

5%

39%

0%

25%

50%



Benefit:  Accommodation of Multiple Activities

48%

48%

41%

34%

33%

29%

27%

25%

24%

18%

10%

4%

Firing Range

Hiking

Mountain Biking

Zipline

Rock Climbing

Go Karts

Paintball

Archery

RC Car Track

BMX Track

Wedding Venue

Other

Survey:  Other Activities Desired in an Outdoor Recreation Area



Benefit:  Outdoor Adventure Tourism

6%

18%

38%

37%

Less than 20 miles

20-50 miles

50-150 miles

150 miles or more

How far are you willing to drive from your 
home to visit an OHV park/riding area?

83% Have been to an OHV park or riding area

35%

18%

20%

28%

When you visit an OHV destination, 
how long is your stay?

Day

Overnight

Several Days

Varies



Benefit:  Spending on OHV Destination Trips or Events

6%

20%

24%

24%

15%

11%

$10-$25

$25-$50

$50-$75

$75-$100

$100-$150

$150 or more

Amount typically spent on fuel

Average Fuel Expenditure: ±$82 

11%

23%

21%

18%

11%

16%

$0-$50

$50-$100

$100-$150

$150-$200

$200-$250

$250+

Average Other Expenditures:  ±$147 

Amount typically spent on other expenses



Solution:  Create a Safe, Family-Friendly Experience

A successful facility & trail system should include:
• Clear policies & procedures (hours, registration, safety gear)

• Well-planned routes, hierarchy of trails, & designated skill 
development/challenge areas (like ski resorts, IMBA, etc.)

• Good signage (direction, speed, difficulty)

• Monitoring & Maintenance

• Consideration of sensitive areas (environmental, residential)

• Use of buffers (natural or man-made)

• Options for activity



Goal #3:

Develop Conceptual Plans 



P
re

lim
. I

n
ve

n
to

ry
 o

f 
St

u
d

y 
A

re
a



https://www.yellowston
eadventures.com

rocknwater.com www.rivertrail.com/tubing/
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Rock Run Recreational Area | Patton, Clearfield Co., PA 
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PATTON, CAMBRIA COUNTY, PA
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MOUNTAIN RIDGE ATV PARK
SOMERSET COUNTY, PA
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Anthracite Outdoor Adventure Area | Coal Twp., Northumberland Co., PA
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Coal Twp., Northumberland Co., PA
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Goal #4: Investigate Land Ownership Models

Private Ownership 

• Non-Profit

• For-Profit

• Non-State Pass 
System

• Private Rules and 
Schedule (riding 
hours/ season 
duration)

• Private Insurance

County Ownership

• Managed by 
county

• Managed by non-
profit or for-
profit entity

• Could establish 
an Authority like 
AOAA

• Authority or 
County Rules 

State Ownership

• Managed by 
State

• Managed by non-
profit entity 

• State Pass 
System

• State Rules and 
Schedule

• State 
Indemnification 
/Insurance

(In each scenario, 
activity/event/use 
waivers, registration 
and insurance should 
be required for all 
participants and 
spectators who enter 
the properties.)
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• two-minute limit

• keep comments respectful, courteous, and related to the 
topic at hand.

• answers to unanswered items will be posted on 
www.earthconservancy.org

• EC Contact:  e.hughes@earthconservancy.org

• LAIRD Contact:  jim@lairdla.com

Q&A

mailto:e.hughes@earthconservany.org
mailto:jim@lairdla.com
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Study Tasks & Timeline
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• We continue to want your input!

• Email us with additional comments:

EC Contact:  e.hughes@earthconservany.org
LAIRD Contact:  jim@lairdla.com

• Follow us on Facebook for the latest updates

Thank You!

mailto:e.hughes@earthconservany.org
mailto:jim@lairdla.com

