NEWPORT TOWNSHIP OHV FEASIBILITY STUDY

Public Meeting

Wednesday, August 4, 2021 ¢ 5:00-7:00pm
Luzerne County Community College o Nanticoke, PA

Funded b)/ a grantﬁom the PA Department quonservation & Natural Resources

\V“ Earth

@ Conservancy

IFAIRDS

The Institute
Turning infarmatian info Insight




WELCOME

PROJECT
OVERVIEW

STUDY
PROGRESS

CLOSING

AGENDA



Welcomel!

e Second public meeting for the OHV Feasibility Study (first meeting
held February 11, 2021). Tonight’s public meeting is being recorded.

* Virtual attendees will be placed on mute and video will be turned off.

* Questions and comments will be taken after the presentation. Each
speaker has two minutes. We’ll answer as many questions as
possible before 7:00pm. Additional answers will be posted on the
project webpage following the meeting.

* Virtual attendees can leave questions or comments by typing =
into the Q&A box by clicking on the icon.
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Newport Twp. Master Plan

|
| Taking into account the aforementioned remaining mining rec-

lamation efforts, hydrology, topography, utilities, and existing
transportation network, the following generalized development
land uses have been delineated. The project boundary has been
broken into three distinct areas: land suitable for development,
lands with limited suitability, and lands best suited for conserva-
tion / recreation.

\

Two distinct areas have been delineated “ suitable for develop-
ment” which total approximately 200 acres. Both areas possess
good access to Kirmar Ave, gentle or workable typography, ac-
cess to utilities (with the exception of natural gas) and have lim-
ited mining and hydrologic constraints. The larger area of the
two areas has potential to accommodate many types of develop-

ment including, but not limited to, industrial, distribution, manu- D\

facturing, and a large lot residential community.

The smaller area is well-suited for small scale commercial appli-
cations. Small-scale commercial applications often tend to place
a higher burden on existing infrastructure based on their devel-
opment size. For example, a two acre restaurant site places a
higher demand on water, sanitary, and transportation services
on an acre per acre basis than a 100 acre distribution facility
site. Therefore, due to the adequate existing infrastructure in
this area, little additional work is needed to accommodate these
specialized land uses.

Approximately 150 acres of land has been deemed as having
“limited suitability for development”. Although similar to the
“suitable for development” areas these lands are more remote
than their counterparts and therefore will need a greater infu-

fire area. As noted earlier, the area gives little evidence of an

fore the area is developed.

existing mine fire, but further investigation is recommended be- ZEs@R;

Lastly, it’s worth mentioning that the project area could accom-
modate a number of unconventional land uses. One such use
that Earth Conservancy has explored is utilizing a portion of the
project area as a solar farm. A large parcel available for develop-
ment, a great southern exposure for enough sunlight per year,
and the proximity to a nearby power plant and electric grid
makes this type of land use a great fit for a potential developer.

Conservation. /
Recreation

e R

A majority of the proposed project area has been set aside for &

conservation / recreation. Although these lands could accom-
' modate many types of potential development, large capital infu-
| sions would be necessary to make these lands suitable for con-
struction. It also must be noted that since the finalizing of the
1996 Land Use Plan, there has been little development demand

Uimited

Suitability

| in Newport Township. Not only will the setting aside of a large & '
{ portion of the land for conservation / recreation coincide with o
\ Earth Conservancy’s mission statement, the proposed areas will 3
| fit nicely into the local and regional context. As will be seen in F28

| subsequent sections of this report, recreation and conservation
‘ in particular, have seen exponential growth in the area since the
| finalizing of the 1996 Land Use plan.

\
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Property Ownership
Newport Township
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Project Goals

Investigate wants and needs of ATV/OHV riders and
other outdoor recreational enthusiasts in community;

Investigate challenges and benefits of an outdoor
motorized recreational area;

Develop conceptual plan(s) for 10,000-acre study area;
Investigate ownership models (public and/or private);

Prepare report and outline permitting, funding
opportunities, and next steps towards
planning/construction.

GOAL: Business Plan for Potential Park Developer
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Goal #1: Gauge Public Interest

/ﬂf,f”ﬂ Total Number of Respondents: 2,893 39% of Responses in PA are
" w H from Luzerne County

FOREST
- CAMERON
MERCER
CLARION ' CLINTON
JEFFERSON
LAWRENCE CLESRFIELD 0
BUTLER i
ARMSTRONG "° 7

EEAVER INCTARL

Luzerne County
Zip Codes

% of Responses
0-0.5%
0.51-2%
2.1-5%

5.1-10%
More than 10%

ALLEGHENY CAMBRLA

WESTMORELAND:

WRSHINGTON

SOMERSET i

FAYETTE AULTON FRANKLIN
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Support for OHV Recreational Area

Would you be in favor of an OHV Support among
Area in Newport Township? Luzerne County Respondents

(All Respondents) Luzerne
In Favor of OHV Area?

County
82% 12% 6%

No, 6.7% Unsure, 3.6%

Support among OHV Riders / Non-Riders

In Favor of OHV Area?

B i )
Yes, 89.7% Current Rider?
Yes 80% 2% 29
No 10% 5% 2%
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Goal #2:

Investigate Needs, Wants, Challenges, & Benefits
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Need: Legal Area for Large Riding Population

Are you an OHV rider? If yes, for how many years have you been riding?

Over 15 years NN 50%
10-15 years I 15%
6-10 years I 15%
2-5years N 16%
O-l1years M 3%

How many times have you gone riding in the past year?

Over 10 times I 58%
5-10 times [ 22%

BN 14%

0-2 times 6%

2-5 times
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Need: Suitable Area for Riding Population

YV Earth

ATYV Suitability Hotspots
B High suitability
7

]
B Low suitability

I:I NLCD Agriculture
E Environmental Exclusion

E Policy Exclusion

*ATV Trails may be considered on a
case by case basis in this area based on
the respective policies of the jurisdictional agency

From PA DCNR’s
Pennsylvania All-Terrain
Vehicle Area Suitability Study
(2019)
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Wants: Facilities & Activities

Facilities/Amenities Favorites Aspects of Other Parks

Restrooms |GG 36% Variety of terrain/trails I 419%

Campground [ 70% Accurate/clear signage I 24%
o Rock/hill climbing I 16%

Air Pump I 58% Abundance of trails/land N 12%
Food/Snack Bar | 55% Variety of challenges M 11%
Wash station [N 53% Being outdoors/scenery I 10%
Access to camping/cabins [l 6%
Services/Supply... [N 42% Different levels of ability M 5%
Playground [l 12% Legal riding 1M 5%
Other [ 5% Good maintenance Ml 5%

Bl 5%
M 4%

Freedom to explore

Parking/accessibility/easy access
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Challenges: Areas of Concern
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Benefit: Accommodation of Multiple Activities

Survey: Other Activities Desired in an Outdoor Recreation Area

48%
48%

Firing Range
Hiking
Mountain Biking
Zipline NN 34%
Rock Climbing I 33%
Go Karts [N 29%
Paintball NG 27%
Archery NN 25%
RC Car Track NN 24%

BMX Track NN 18%
Wedding Venue

Other

41%
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Benefit: Outdoor Adventure Tourism

839 Have been to an OHV park or riding area

How far are you willing to drive from your When you visit an OHV destination,
home to visit an OHV park/riding area? how long is your stay?

_ 35%
50-150 miles _ 38% ‘ 18%
18% ‘ 20%
Less than 20 miles . 6% ‘ 28%

150 miles or more

37%

20-50 miles
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Benefit: Spending on OHV Destination Trips or Events

Amount typically spent on fuel Amount typically spent on other expenses
$10-525 [ 6% $0-550 I 11%
$25-550 [ 20% $50-5100 [ 23%
ss50-s75 [ 4% $100-$150 [ 21%

$75-5100 [ 24% $150-$200 [ 13%

$100-5150 [ 15% $200-5250 N 11%
$150 or more [ 11% $250+ [ 16%
Average Fuel Expenditure: +$82 Average Other Expenditures: +$147
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Solution: Create a Safe, Family-Friendly Experience

A successful facility & trail system should include:
* Clear policies & procedures (hours, registration, safety gear)

* Well-planned routes, hierarchy of trails, & designated skill
development/challenge areas (like ski resorts, IMBA, etc.)

* Good signage (direction, speed, difficulty)

* Monitoring & Maintenance

* Consideration of sensitive areas (environmental, residential)
e Use of buffers (natural or man-made)

e Options for activity
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Goal #3:

Develop Conceptual Plans
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Prelim. Inventory of Study Area
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MOUNTAIN RIDGE ATV PARK
SOMERSET COUNTY, PA
l _

Example PA OHV Park
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Example — PA OHV Park
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Prelim. Inventory of Trails
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Prelim. Inventory of Trails
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Goal #4: Investigate Land Ownership Models

Private Ownership County Ownership State Ownership

e Non-Profit e Managed by e Managed by
e For-Profit county State (In each scenario,
e Non-State Pass e Managed by non- e Managed by non-  activity/event/use
System profit or for- profit entity waivers, registration
e Private Rules and profit entity e State Pass and insgrance should
Schedule (riding e Could establish System be required for all
hours/ season an Authority like e State Rules and participants and
duration) AOAA Schedule spectators who enter
. : the properties.)
e Private Insurance * Authority or e State
County Rules Indemnification
/Insurance
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Q&A

* two-minute limit

 keep comments respectful, courteous, and related to the
topic at hand.

* answers to unanswered items will be posted on
www.earthconservancy.org

e EC Contact: e.hughes@earthconservancy.org

* LAIRD Contact: jim@Ilairdla.com



mailto:e.hughes@earthconservany.org
mailto:jim@lairdla.com
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Study Tasks & Timeline
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* We continue to want your input!

e Email us with additional comments:

EC Contact: e.hughes@earthconservany.org
LAIRD Contact: jim@Iairdla.com

* Follow us on Facebook for the latest updates
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